A brief history of the "tech 4"

There are 4 factory engine configurations all based on the GM/Pontiac cast iron 2.5l block. Here's a short list of the major differences.

	Function
	Year
	84
	85
	86
	87
	88

	Cam
	Flat lifter
	Flat lifter
	Roller lifter
	Roller lifter
	Roller lifter

	Ignition
	HEI with external coil
	HEI with external coil
	HEI with external coil
	DIS II
	DIS II

	TBI Type
	300
	300
	300
	700
	700

	Balance unit
	No
	No
	No
	No
	Yes

	Oil filter
	Under intake
	Under intake
	Under intake
	Under intake
	In oil pan

	ECM #
	1226156
	1226864
	1226864
	1227748
	1227748

	PTO belt(s)
	Multiple V
	Multiple V
	Multiple V
	Serpent
	Serpent

	PCV vent
	Under air cleaner neck.
	Under air cleaner neck.
	Under air cleaner neck.
	Separate vent to air cleaner side
	Separate vent to air cleaner side


Service & Upgrade notes.

NOTE: This table is the “Official” GM data that I have for cars as built. Due to “rolling changes” and engine replacements you MUST verify your motor before ordering parts for it. For example it has been reported that some 85’s have roller lifters. Because many 84 cars had the motors replaced it is entirely possible they have them as well.

84-86 motors may be used with either 1226156 or 1226864 ECM units.

The roller lifter setup may not have started until 86 1/2.

To move a motor across the 86/87 boundary you must also move the engine harness, throttle/TV cable, and ECM unit. You will also have to fool with the AC. 87-88 4 cylinder does NOT use the same AC compressor as previous years.

87+ engines are NOT compatible with the Holley redesigned 300 TBI.

87+ 4 cylinders gain an additional sensor. The MAT (Manifold Air Temperature) sensor is located in the intake manifold to the right of the TBI unit. DO NOT over tighten the MAT sensor or you may split the intake manifold.

After market coils and ignition enhancements are available for all years. See the MSD and Mr. Gasket web sites for details. (Read the article about DIS before altering that system.)

The 87+ PCV system uses different parts than the earlier cars. Be careful looking up these parts that you don't get parts for the earlier years. Many parts books are wrong for 87-88.

87+ motors usually do not use the air preheater, "thermac," system.

